Just weeks after withdrawing from the Intermediate‐Range Nuclear Forces Treaty on August 2, 2019, a medium‐range cruise missile was tested in one of the countries that possess a huge number of nuclear weapons. Meanwhile, weeks before the missile test, in an influential medical journal, a physician member of the Physician for Social Responsibility (PSR) reminded us the important role of physicians for advising the public and politicians to abolish nuclear weapons.[1](#jgf2277-bib-0001){ref-type="ref"} Physicians know that medical errors cannot be completely eliminated in health care, just as nuclear weapon error: "Never event never stops".[1](#jgf2277-bib-0001){ref-type="ref"}

We can add such a near‐miss event that almost led to the launch of nuclear missiles from a US military base in Okinawa Island, which is located between Japan and Taiwan. In 1945 during World War II, the US military force occupied Okinawa in the battle against Japan and constructed military bases on the island. In this small island whose land size is only 20 times of Manhattan, numerous nuclear weapons were kept (about 1300 at its peak deployment) to be used for possible nuclear war until Okinawa was returned to sovereignty of Japan in 1972.[2](#jgf2277-bib-0002){ref-type="ref"}

On June 19, 1959, a surface‐to‐air missile with a nuclear warhead at the US base in Naha, the capital city of Okinawa, was accidentally fired because of a maintenance error and it submerged in the ocean without nuclear explosion.[3](#jgf2277-bib-0003){ref-type="ref"} The missile contained a warhead similar in size and capability of the atomic bomb dropped on Hiroshima.

At that time, the US military announced that they recovered the missile from the ocean without informing local people that it had a nuclear warhead. This accident, if it had been launched over the East China Sea, could have caused a global catastrophe and evaporation of Okinawa in retaliatory strikes. Moreover, this nuclear accident was kept secret until 2017. What if a serious hospital accident has been hidden from the public over the 58 years?

The movie "Dr Strangelove" directed by Stanley Kubrick illustrates that human error and miscalculation can lead to devastating nuclear war.[4](#jgf2277-bib-0004){ref-type="ref"} Yuval Noah Harari, a prominent historian, keeps warning us, in series of his books on history of *Homo Sapiens*, that we should not underestimate human "stupidity".[5](#jgf2277-bib-0005){ref-type="ref"} This issue is not political, but one of quality control and public safety. The entire system should be abandoned to eliminate any possibility of accidental uses of nuclear weapons.
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